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About Mainstreet Insights 
Mainstreet Insights, initiative of Reventure and 
McCrindle, exists to provide insights to build 
flourishing communities. It seeks to 
understand Australians as people not just 
consumers or employees. It explores the big 
issues of life that are impacting main street 

Australia. From family and relationships to 
education, faith, wellbeing and work, it is a 
collection of timely insights that speaks into 
important community conversations to enable 
leaders to make informed decisions. .  

 

Research objectives 
This research conducted for Mainstreet 

Insights seeks to explore the features of the 

modern Australian spirit.  

The key objectives of this research are to: 

• Understand the predictors of 

Australians ability to live a happy life  

• Explore how common Australian 

values are lived out in society 

• Understand the cultural factors that 

bring Australian’s together

Research methodology 
The report Australia’s social fabric: Exploring 

features of the modern Australian spirit, is the 

collation of quantitative data collected via an 

online panel. The nationally representative 

survey of Australians aged 18 and over was in 

field from August 22nd to August 25th, yielding 

1,004 completed responses.  

Graphs and rounding 

Data labels on the graphs in this report have 

been rounded for simplicity. Some graphs, 

may, therefore sum to 99% or 101%. Any 

calculations where two data points have been 

added are based on raw data (not the 

rounded data labels on the graph) which have 

been rounded once combined. 

Terminology 

Throughout this report the total sample of 

respondents are referred to as Australians. In 

addition to this several segmentation filters 

are applied to understand the results.   
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Living a happy Australian life  
Australia remains the land of opportunity.  

For many Australians, Australia is the land of 

opportunity, where people are given a chance 

to thrive and flourish. Australia’s high 

education and low unemployment rates and 

high life expectancy1, truly reflect that Australia 

is the land of the fair go, with everyone 

receiving ample opportunity to achieve their 

goals. While Australia was known as the land 

of opportunity in the past, have recent events 

caused this sentiment to change?  

Positively, three in five (59%) Australians 

strongly/somewhat agree that Australia is still 

a land of opportunity regardless of one’s 

background. A similar proportion (56%) believe 

that Australia still offers a great quality of life, 

even if you don’t have a lot of money. This is 

interesting, particularly as many Aussies are 

feeling the pressure of increasing house prices 

and fewer employment opportunities. While 

Australia remains a land of opportunity, the 

‘fair go’ is becoming less available and 

Australia is increasingly becoming the land of 

the haves and have nots. In fact, just under 

half of Australians (45%) strongly/somewhat 

agree that Australia is increasingly the land of 

the haves and have nots.  

Many Aussies, however, feel that a fair go is no 

longer available for all Australians. In fact, only 

 

1 Australia’s defining traits, McCrindle blog, 2015 

25% strongly/somewhat agree that Australians 

are on equal footing with one another. With 

recent events placing the economy on hold 

and Australians feeling the increased cost of 

living pressures are greater today than they 

were in the past2, even before the pandemic, it 

is easy to see why Australian’s might be 

changing their opinions. 

In line with the reduced belief that Australia is 

the land of opportunity, only one in five (21%) 

Australians strongly/somewhat agree that 

Australia is a classless society.  

Australians mainly recognise these class 

distinctions economically where divisions 

between the haves and the have nots are 

most noticeable.  

Although we like to think we are 
egalitarian we have a class tier 
system based on wealth 

Because Australia is divided, there is 
the upper-class and the poverty-
class 

Older generations more likely to 
notice differences in society 

Having seen the Australian landscape change 

over the years, older Australians are more 

likely to recognise divisions that exist between 

2 Cost of living: Still the number one issue, 
McCrindle, 2013 
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Australians. Older Australians are less likely to 

agree that Australia is a classless society, 

perhaps due to the experience of older 

generations growing up with clear 

socioeconomic divisions of education, job type 

and income. Young Australians of today 

however, have grown up in a society where the 

division of education and job type is less 

prevalent. Half of Gen Z Australians (50%) 

agree that Australia is a classless society, 

compared to 28% of Baby Boomers (cf. 47% 

Gen Y, 37% Gen X, 36% Builders).   

Compared to their older counterparts, the 

Australia of today awards younger 

generations more options when it comes to 

work and education. Younger Australians are 

more likely to agree therefore that Australians 

are on equal footing with one another as it is 

more achievable and visible in the world 

around them (60% Gen Z, 59% Gen Y cf. 47% 

Gen X, 36% Baby Boomers, 48% Builders).  

Unsurprisingly, younger generations are more 

likely to agree that Australian’s are still 

awarded the opportunity to enjoy a great 

quality of life even if they don’t have a lot of 

money (80% Gen Z, 87% Gen Y cf. 83% Gen Y, 

87% Baby Boomers, 91% Builders).  

With Gen Z being a values driven generation3, it 

is encouraging to see they do not believe that 

their ability to thrive in Australia is limited by 

the money they have.  

“Australia is still the land of the fair 
go, with young people agreeing that 
it is a nation of opportunity, equality 
and offering a great quality of life 
even without a lot of money. 
However, re-emerging are class 
distinctions, aided by displays of 
wealth and more obvious 
differences between the have’s and 
have-nots.”  

Mark McCrindle 
 

To what extent do you agree with the 
following statements? 
(strongly/somewhat/slightly agree) 

Gen Z Gen Y Gen X 
Baby 

Boomers 
Builders 

Australia is a classless society 50% 47% 37% 28% 36% 

Australians are on equal footing with 
one another 

60% 59% 47% 36% 48% 

 

To what extent do you agree with the 
following statements? 
(strongly/somewhat/slightly agree) 

Gen Z Gen Y Gen X 
Baby 

Boomers 
Builders 

Australia still offers a great quality of 
life, even if you don’t have a lot of 
money 

80% 87% 83% 87% 91% 

 

3 Gen Z: A values driven generation, McCrindle 
blog, 2021 
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another
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To what extent do you agree with the following 
statements?

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Slightly agree

Slightly disagree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree
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Income is the largest predictor of living a happy 
life.

While lower than 2019, overall life satisfaction 

for Australians was high in 2020, a positive 

result given the many challenges Aussies 

faced in 2020.4 Australians’ life satisfaction is 

affected by many factors, however, most 

Australians believe that income makes the 

largest difference in their ability to live a happy 

life where 97% note it making a difference. 

Almost half, (49%) consider it to have a big 

difference.  

Location is another key factor, with a similar 

proportion believing where a person lives 

(93%) affects their ability to live a happy life. 

Equally, Australians believe work ethic makes 

some sort of difference to the opportunity 

Australians have to live a happy life (93%).  

Work ethic and networking are 
important skills of the future 

Younger generations in particular, are likely to 

consider work ethic, who they know and their 

level of education key factors that determine 

their ability to in live a happy life. In fact, who 

they know is steadily increasing as a 

determining factor in Australian’s ability to live 

a happy life (76% Gen Z, 71% Gen Y, 66% Gen X, 

59% Baby Boomers, 56% Builders). With one in 

two Gen Z’s predicted to have a university 

degree5 by 2031 and Gen Z’s comprising 31% of 

the workforce6, they need to stand out, factors 

such as work ethic and networking may be of 

greater importance than those considered 

necessary in the past. 

 

To what extent, if at all, do the 
following make a difference to the 
opportunity for Australians to live a 
happy life? (big/moderate 
difference) 

Gen Z Gen Y Gen X 
Baby 

Boomers 
Builders 

Income 86% 85% 86% 88% 86% 

Location/ where they live 83% 82% 77% 77% 73% 

Work ethic 86% 76% 72% 74% 81% 

Level of education 76% 71% 73% 75% 74% 

Who they know 76% 71% 66% 59% 56% 

Cultural background 58% 59% 53% 51% 56% 

 

4 General Social Survey: Summary Results, 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2021 
 

5 Generation Z Commence University: Finding 
the right course, McCrindle blog, 2014 
6 Australia towards 2031, McCrindle Insights 
Report, McCrindle, 2021 
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Big difference Moderate difference Slight difference No difference
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Privileges within Australia 
Australians recognise economic privilege exists 
within Australia today. 

Australia’s British heritage played a large role 

in establishing many of the economic and 

social norms that we still see today, one of 

which is the divide between the haves and the 

have nots. While it may look more subtle in 

modern day Australia, privilege is still a part of 

society. A high proportion of Aussies 

strongly/somewhat agree that economic 

(63%) and social (58%) privileges are most 

prevalent in Australia today. These privileges 

could hinder the ability of many Aussies to 

experience a fair go and is a barrier in 

achieving the Aussie dream. 

Contrary to popular opinion, Australians do like 

to flaunt the wealth they have. In fact, half of 

Australians (50%) strongly/somewhat agree 

that Australians like to display their own 

wealth, highlighting the strong correlation 

between economic and social privilege in 

Australia.  

Differences in Australia are 
increasing  

Recent economic hardships such as the 

impact of COVID-19 have exacerbated these 

privileges whereby nine in ten (90%) 

Australians have seen an increase in the 

economic differences within Australian society. 

A similar proportion (89%), note an increase in 

 

7 Faith and belief in Australia, McCrindle blog, 
2017 

social differences, highlighting both the 

prominence of these privileges and the 

increasing divide between the haves and the 

have nots have increased in Australia.  

Over two in five (42%) Australians 

strongly/somewhat agree that cultural 

privilege exist in Australia while only 26% 

strongly/somewhat agree that religious 

privilege exists.  

Despite religiosity decreasing in Australia, 

where one in three Aussies (32%)7 identify as 

non-religious, many notice an increase in 

religious differences within society (75%). This 

may be due to a rise in smaller religions or 

indeed a shift away from formal religion to 

spirituality. 

“A happy life in the lucky country is 
influenced more by one’s work ethic 
and level of education that who they 
know or cultural background. Yet 
young Australians, in the midst of 
low housing affordability and 
delayed wealth accumulation, 
highlight that generational privilege 
exists in Australia even more than 
cultural or religious privilege.”  

Mark McCrindle 
 



Australia’s social fabric  11 

 

To what extent do you agree the 
following privileges exist in 
Australia? (strongly/somewhat 
agree) 

Gen Z Gen Y Gen X 
Baby 

Boomers 
Builders 

Economic 63% 65% 64% 63% 54% 

Social 63% 58% 61% 52% 51% 

Generational  50% 47% 44% 35% 36% 

Cultural 40% 47% 45% 35% 41% 

Religious  33% 33% 23% 19% 13% 
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Economic (e.g. people with money are more
favoured)

Social (e.g. people with status are more
favoured)

Generational (e.g. some generations/age
groups are more favoured)

Cultural (e.g. people of particular cultures are
more favoured)

Religious (e.g. people with particular beliefs
are more favoured)

To what extent do you agree the following 
privileges exist in Australia?

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Slightly agree

Slightly disagree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree
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Australians like to display their own wealth
(e.g. owning luxury brands, expensive cars

and nice properties)

To what extent do you agree with the following 
statement?

Strongly agree Somewhat agree Slightly agree

Slightly disagree Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree
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Economic differences

Social differences

Generational differences

Cultural differences

Religious differences

To what extent do you agree recent economic 
hardships (including the effects of COVID-19) have 

affected the following?

Significantly increase Somewhat increased Slightly increased

Slightly decreased Somewhat decreased
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Australia is experiencing a 
disparity in value and action  
Despite valuing opportunity and a fair go, 
Australian’s aren’t seeing it lived out in society.  

While remaining important to many 
Australians, the core values of the Aussie spirit 
are not seen being lived out in society today. In 
fact, the values that Australians consider 
essential are the least evident.  

The top characteristics that Australians 
consider important in society include: 

1. No one is above the law 

2. A ‘fair go’ for all (i.e. mutual respect, 
tolerance and help for those in need) 

3. Equality of opportunity for all 
(regardless of their background) 

Yet, these characteristics are not seen being 
lived out in Australian society today. The top 
characteristics that Australians see being lived 
out in society today are: 

1. Aussie spirit of ingenuity, resilience and 
community mindedness 

2. Freedoms we get to enjoy (e.g. 
freedom of speech, religion and 
association)  

3. Democracy where lawmakers are 
elected by the people 

“While Australians list the most 
important national value as “no one 
is above the law”, it is also rated as 
the lowest to be lived out, 
highlighting a scepticism at the 
heart of our social fabric.”  

Mark McCrindle 

 

The future is looking up 

Most Australians are optimistic about where 

Australia will be in three years’ time. Positively, 

Australians are three times as likely to be 

strongly/somewhat optimistic (39%) than 

strongly/somewhat pessimistic about where 

Australia will be in three years (12%).  

“Amidst so much uncertainty and 
social change, it is encouraging to 
see that Australians are three times 
as likely to be decidedly optimistic 
as pessimistic about where our 
nation will be in three years’ time.”  

Mark McCrindle 
 

Overall, when you think about where 
Australia will be in three years are 
you optimistic or pessimistic?  

Male Female 

Definitely/somewhat optimistic 43% 35% 
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I see this as important in Australia 
today: 

Gen Z Gen Y Gen X 
Baby 

Boomers 
Builders 

No one being above the law 67% 70% 69% 71% 84% 

A fair go 68% 74% 72% 64% 66% 

Equality of opportunity regardless of 
ones background  

63% 72% 67% 59% 69% 
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Overall, when you think about where Australia will 
be in three years' time are you optimistic or 

pessimistic?
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8%

24% 24%
28%

16%

Builders Baby Boomers Gen X Gen Y Gen Z

What age will you be in 2021?

NSW

VIC

QLD

WA

SA

TAS

ACT

NT

15%

18%

25%

23%

19%

$3,000 or more per week (or $156,000 or more per year)

$2,000 to $2,999 per week (or $104,000 to $155,999 per year)

$1200 to $1,999 per week (or $62,400 to $103,999 per year)

$700 to $1,199 per week (or $36,400 to $62,399 per year)

Less than $699 per week (or less than $36,399 per year)

36%

20%

19%

7%

7%

6%

3%

3%

1%

Employed full time

Retired / aged pensioner

Employed part time/casual

Home duties

Not employed / looking for work

Self-employed

Full-time student

Disability pension / carer

Other (please specify)

Demographic summary 
  

50%50%

Are you male or female?

32% 

20% 
1% 

10% 
7% 

2% 

2% 
26% 

What type of household do you currently live in? 

Where do you usually live? 

Which of the following best 
describes your employment status? 

31% 
Couple family 

without dependent 
children 

33% 
Couple family with 

dependent children 

18% 
Living alone 

11% 
Group household 

member 

6% 
One-parent families 

with dependent 
children 

1% 
Other (please 

specify) 
 

Which of the following best represents your household’s combined gross annual income? 
(i.e. before taxes)Combined household income refers to the combined income of yourself and any other adults in the household - Include pensions, allowances, overtime 

and investments like dividends or rent. 

 



16  Australia’s social fabric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get in touch. 
 

 

Phone: 1800 873 637 

Email: info@mainstreetinsights.com.au 

Website: mainstreetinsights.com.au

 


